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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Nostalgia seems to be popular these days; twice this past month on 
CompuServe, I've engaged in discussions regarding the history of the 
various online services.  And what history!  More than a decade before 
the Internet became commercialized, the architecture of the online 
community was being pioneered by CompuServe, The Source, and others.

Syndicomm Online may not yet have marked the annals of history as 
Prodigy, GEnie, and Delphi have, but it still has a lot of history behind 
it.  Its members and staff come from all manner of online backgrounds.  
We have a CompuServe Apple II file librarian, a GEnie Showbiz soap opera 
summarist, and an entire forum of Delphi coupon clippers, to name a few.  
And, of course, the Syndicomm Online software is patterned after the 
GEnie system.

But there is one important difference: Syndicomm Online is here to stay.  
There won't be any corporate takeovers, Y2K bugs, or "upgrades" that 
leave its members out in the cold.  This service is growing, improving, 
and doesn't show any signs of stopping.

That's worth a few pages in my history book.  Thanks for being a part of 
it.

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Billing Delayed
---------------
Syndicomm apologizes for the inconvenience of delays in processing 
billing for the past two months.  Business tax season is upon us, and our 
accounting and billing department is overworked.  We will get back on our 
usual schedule as soon as possible.

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest  
mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit  
<http://www.syndicomm.com/news.html> for details.

NEW Command
-----------
The message board command "NEW" has been implemented as follows:

NEW      - lists topics with new messages in the current category
NEW cat  - lists topics with new messages in the given category
NEW #-#  - lists categories with new messages within the given category range
NEW ALL  - lists categories with new messages anywhere in the board

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the 
forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to 
<http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that 
forum's keyword.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword       Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========    ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK       150   Eric Shepherd      SHEPPY
Palm OS             PALM           590   Thomas Compter     TCOMPTER
Macintosh           MAC            605   Ed Reppert         ED
Apple II Forum      A2             645   Ryan Suenaga       A2.RYAN
Newton Alive        NEWTON         650   Kim Howe           KIMHOWE
Unix                UNIX           675   Wayne Arthurton    WAYNER
Live Games          LIVEGAMES      810   Lisa McKleroy      LISA
Family Fun & Games  FUN            820   Michele Greb       NIGHTPATHS
Role Playing Games  RPG            833   Michele Greb       NIGHTPATHS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS       850   Ken Gagne          KGAGNE
Singles             SINGLES        910   Ken Gagne          KGAGNE
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS      915   Jamie Yates        JAMIEYATES
Women's Life        WOMEN          940   Michele Greb       NIGHTPATHS
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE        950   Kathryn Holderman  KGHOLDERMAN
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES       955   Lora Harville      TRIVIABUFF
Prolific Quill      QUILL          990   Ken Gagne          KGAGNE
WTC Discussion      WTC           1600   Eric Shepherd      SHEPPY

The Unix Forum is currently under construction.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

HelpDesk
Page 150
Keyword: HELPDESK
-----------------
Visit the HelpDesk Forum to talk about the exciting Fox television series 
"24", in which the entire season takes up a single day in the life of 
Jack Bauer, counter-terrorist agent for the CIA, as he tries to rescue 
his family from terrorists while trying to prevent the assassination of a 
presidential candidate.  With each episode occupying one hour of real 
time, this unique experiment in television is one of the best shows on 
television!  See Category 50, Topic 4 of the HelpDesk for discussion of 
this series.

Palm OS
Page 590
Keyword: PALM
-------------
Join us in the Palm OS community for discussions ranging from how to 
hotsync your new unit to tips on programming it.  Recent discussions have 
centered around hot news from PalmSource, the official developer's 
conference held the first week of February.

The Palm OS Community Web site is now up and running!  You can find it at 
<http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/palm>, where you can also find more 
information about how you can win the book "Palm Programming: The 
Developer's Guide", with CD-ROM, by signing up for a new account with the 
annual payment option.

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
Return to Castle Wolfenstein is currently a big hit among PC gamers.  
Most people know it's a sequel to the 1991 game Wolfenstein 3D (the IIgs 
version of which turned four years old this past Valentine's Day).  But 
did you know Wolf3D is a sequel to the Apple II game Castle Wolfenstein?  
The original game was released in 1981 by Muse Software, and is enjoying 
a resurgence of interest.  What was this game like?  Is it still 
available?  Find out in the A2 Forum's discussion of Silas Warner's 
classic game in Category 14, Topic 2.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
We've upped the jackpot: Want a $20 bookstore gift certificate AND a free 
month of Syndicomm Online service?  Then enter the Operation Douglas 
writing game!  Each player submits a paragraph or two about what happens 
next in the continuing adventure of fictional character Douglas; the best 
entry nets its author the goods.  It's fun, it's free, and there are 
prizes!  If you know how to string words into sentences, then you have 
what it takes to be a participant, so visit Syndicomm's literature forum 
and join Operation Douglas.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Various members of Syndicomm Online have expressed interest in seeing the  
service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following 
topics to have their own discussion areas: TV/Movies/Music; Travel; 
Genealogy; Fiber/Textile. If you're interested in managing one of these 
communities, or have an idea for a new one, email 
contracts@syndicomm.com.

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
Currently, the only offline readers for Syndicomm are for the Apple II 
platform.  Syndicomm engineering is willing to work with any interested 
programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, 
Windows, or other operating systems. Email eng@syndicomm.com if 
interested.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II 
and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2002 by Syndicomm.
All rights reserved.  Syndicomm and Syndicomm Online are trademarks of 
Eric Shepherd.
